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Military News and More...

Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and the 26th Black  

History 2021 Special 
Edition 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South  
Tribune’s 2021 Juneteenth 

Edition on Black Infor-
mation Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     -The Mid-South Tribune-

Tiger student-athletes graduate with honors ... from sports page 1
our mission, and for 12 of these 
22 student-athletes to graduate 
with honors is incredibly impres-
sive especially given the chal-
lenges of progressing towards a 
degree while being a student-ath-
lete and in the middle of a global 
pandemic. 
  "We cannot wait to see what 
these student-athletes accomplish 
next." 
  

 Sport, Student-Athlete  & 
 Degree 

 
Baseball -Christian Harding, 
Organizational Leadership 
 *** 
Men's Basketball -Jayden Har-
daway Management 
Football -Gabriel Rogers Phys-
ical Education Teacher Education 

Football-Preston Brady Mar-
keting Management 
Football-Cameron Fleming
Sport and Leisure Management 
Football-Asa Martin Sport 
and Leisure Management 
Football-Treysen Neal
Health Studies: Exercise, Sport 
Movement Sciences 
Football-Jacobi Francis Inter-
disciplinary Studies 
Football-Tyrez Lindsey Inter-
disciplinary Studies 
Football-Quindell Johnson
Management 
Football-Sylvonta Oliver Inter-
disciplinary Studies 
Football-John Tate Inter-
disciplinary Studies 
Men's Soccer- Artur De Luca
Business Information & Technol-
ogy 

Men's Soccer - Parker Lack-
land Business Information & 
Technology 
Men's Soccer - Robin Walsh
Sport and Leisure Management 
Men's Tennis - David Steven-
son Business Economics 
Men's Track & Field- Braam 
Bisschop H e a l t h 
Studies: Exercise, Sport Move-
ment Sciences 
Women's Soccer - Tanya Boy-
chuk International Business 
Women's Soccer - Caroline 
Duncan Health Studies: Di-
etetics 
Women's Soccer - Maddie 
Stoks Marketing Management 
Women's Track & Field -S a -
mantha Lenton Criminal Jus-
tice 
Volleyball -Andrea O'Connor

Post 2791. Other local dignitaries 
were in attendance as well to sa-
lute this African American World 
War II veteran. 
  
During the mid-twentieth cen-
tury, a young sharecropper from 
the deep south of Greenville, 
Mississippi, Eddie Durham, who 
was accustomed to a mule and 
plow, learned how to drive a 
truck as he matriculated in the 
United States Armed Forces, be-
coming a “tech corporal” and 
machine gunner while serving in 
World War II.  
 
 During his tenure in the United 
States Armed Forces, Eddie 

World War II veteran Eddie Durham celebrates 100th 
birthday in a stellar service ... from sports page 1

During the mid-twentieth cen-
tury, a young sharecropper 
from the deep south of Green-
ville, Mississippi, Eddie Dur-
ham, who was accustomed to 
a mule and plow, learned how 
to drive a truck as he matric-
ulated in the United States 
Armed Forces, becoming a 
“tech corporal” and machine 
gunner while serving in World 
War II. During his tenure in 
the United States Armed 
Forces, Eddie fought in the 
Rome-Arno, North Apen-
nines, and Po Valley cam-
paigns. 

fought in the Rome-Arno, North 
Apennines, and Po Valley cam-
paigns. 
  
Like most war veterans, Durham 
endured some scary situations 
while serving his country in the 
states and overseas. He drove a 
two and one half-ton truck to 
transport personnel and equip-
ment.  
 
 He went in convoy and blackout 
through the mountains while sta-
tioned in Italy. “We drove in the 
mountains in the dark, and I saw 
some of my friends drive off the 
cliff,” said Durham. “It seemed 

Memphis native Petty Officer First Class Shaeylnn 
Masters proudly serves aboard the USS Pearl Harbor 

By Rick Burke,  
Navy Office of Community  

Outreach 
 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. - A Mem-
phis, Tennessee, native is serving 
aboard USS Pearl Harbor, a U.S. 
Navy dock landing ship, cur-
rently deployed in support of 
naval operations to ensure mari-

First Petty Officer First Class Shaeylnn serves as a Navy 
retail specialist aboard the USS Pearl Harbor. (Photo/Cour-
tesy: U.S. Navy). 

time stability and security in the 
Arabian Sea. 
 Petty Officer 1st Class Shaeylnn 
Masters is a 2011 Brighton High 
School in Brighton, Tennessee, 
graduate and student at Oxnard 
Community College. Today, 
Masters serves as Navy retail 
specialist responsible for cus-

tomer service in aspects of work-
ing in the barbership, laundry 
services, ship store services, 
vending machine operator and 
recordkeeping.   
 Masters joined the Navy eight 
years ago in hopes of finding 
structure and stability, and seeing 
different places around the 
world.  
 According to Masters, the values 
required to succeed in the mili-
tary are similar to those found in 

Memphis. 
 
"The only way to grow as a per-
son is by getting out of your 
comfort zone and expanding 
your knowledge," said Masters. 
"There's more to see and people 
meet than just in your home-
town. All jobs and careers, in-
cluding the Navy, have pros and 
cons. Trying to see the positives 
in everything and not letting the 
negativity of others can help you 

be successful in the Navy." 
 
Homeported in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, USS Pearl Harbor is a 
Harpers Ferry-class dock landing 
ship (LSD) named after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941. 
According to Navy officials, 
LSDs support amphiibous oper-
ations including landings via 
Landing Craft Air Cushion 

"I like mentoring and watch-
ing sailors around me grow 
and become successful." said 
Masters. "I like having an im-
pact on not only junior 
sailors, but leadership as 
well." 

(LCAC), conventional landing 
craft and helicopters, onto hostile 
shores by transporting and 
launching amphibous craft and 
vehicles with their crews and em-
barked personnel in amphibious 
assault operations.  
 
"I like mentoring and watching 
sailors around me grow and be-
come successful." said Masters. 
"I like having an impact on not 
only junior sailors, but leadership 
as well." 

"The only way to grow as a 
person is by getting out of 
your comfort zone and ex-
panding your knowledge," 
said Masters. "There's more 
to see and people meet than 
just in your hometown. All 
jobs and careers, including 
the Navy, have pros and cons. 
Trying to see the positives in 
everything and not letting the 
negativity of others can help 
you be successful in the 
Navy." 

Though there are many opportu-
nities for sailors to earn rec-
ognition in their command, 
community and careers, Masters 
is most proud of seeing her junior 
sailors succeed, and making 
family, friends and co-workers 
proud.  
 
As a member of the U.S. Navy, 
Masters, as well as other sailors, 
know they are a part of a service 
tradition providing unforgettable 
experiences through leadership 
development, world affairs and 
humanitarian assistance. Their 
efforts will have a lasting effect 
around the globe and for genera-
tions of sailors who will follow. 
 
"Serving in the Navy, I have had 
the privilege of learning about 
different cultures, beliefs, person-
alities and much more," added 
Masters. "The resources and 
trainings that we are provided in 
the Navy, is like no other organi-
zation. I'm glad to have been 
given so many opportunities that 
i could never have imagined in 
my life before joining." 

Sport and Leisure Management 
  
Graduating Summa Cum 
Laude (3.8-4.0 GPA): 
Parker Lackland – MSO 
Tanya Boychuk – WSO 
Samantha Lenton – WTI 
  
Graduating Magna Cum 
Laude (3.5-3.79 GPA): 
Christian Harding – MBA 
Jayden Hardaway – MBB 
Treysen Neal – MFB 
Caroline Duncan – WSO 
  
Graduating Cum Laude (3.25-
3.49 GPA): 
Quindell Johnson – MFB 
Artur De Luca – MSO 
Braam Bisschop – MTI 
Andrea O'Connor – WVB 
Maddie Stoks – WSO 

 Additionally, for the seventh 
year in a row, University of 
Memphis student-athletes posted 
an all-time high Graduation Suc-
cess Rate (GSR). 
  In the NCAA's GSR report for 
the most recent 2014 cohort 
(2011-14), which calculates the 
rate at which student-athletes 
graduated within six years, Mem-
phis' GSR was 94 percent. That 
figure is the highest in the Amer-
ican Athletic Conference and 
above the Division I average of 
89 percent. 
 Follow the Tigers: For complete 
information on Memphis Tigers 
Athletics, visit www.GoTig-
ersGo.com and follow the depart-
ment's social media channels on 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. 
 

like their trucks just disappeared 
on the road.” 
  Eddie Durham also chronicled 
his time in World War II in his 
own written words. 
  
A man of many milestones, he 
was married to Vernice Marie 
Whigham Durham for 50 years 
prior to her death. They had five 
children, two of which are de-
ceased, and a legacy of grand-
children and 
great-grandchildren.  

Merry Christmas  
and a  

Happy New Year!

 
Watch for  

 The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual Black  

History Month Special 
Edition in  

February 2022. 
 

 Email your Black 
History Month events,  
photos and news to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

or  
MSTentertainment@ 

prodigy.net 
or 

BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.net

Do not hurry!  
Have a safe holiday!


